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SUBJECT:- Coronavirus is listed as a potential pathogenic virus present in contaminated sea water – Work 
continues at the Hotel La Tejita (Tenerife), a project with no sewage treatment system. 
 
Whilst the majority of the Canary Island's population remain under lockdown due to the COVID-19 pandemic, construction work 
continues at the Hotel La Tejita (South Tenerife), (a project for a hotel which aims to accommodate over 900 guests, located just 
20 meters from the coast, which does not include any form of sewage treatment system). A scientific study lists certain strains of 
corona virus as some of the human enteric viruses with potential waterborne transmission. 

 
In the study “Human Pathogenic Viruses in the 
Marine Environment” (Albert Bosch, F. Xavier Abad, 
and Rosa M. Pint´o - Enteric Virus Laboratory, 
Department of Microbiology, University of 
Barcelona, Barcelona, Spain), it is revealed that in 
sewage contaminated waters, there are well over 
100 virus species able to cause a wide spectrum of 
illnesses in mankind including hepatitis, 
gastroenteritis, meningitis, fever, rash, 
conjunctivitis, and SARS (a form of Corona virus). 
(Annex 1). 
 
Due to the recent arrival of the COVID-19 strain of 
corona virus, to date no official studies exist relating 
to the propagation of the virus via untreated 
sewage. 

 
 
During late 2019, independent 
technicians who studied the Hotel La 
Tejita project confirmed that the 
hotel will not have a sewage 
treatment system, that it would 
connect to the “existing network” 
(which is inexistent), also that the 
project and license for the hotel was 
unlawfully approved by the 
Granadilla de Abona Town Hall with 
coherence to the 1969 regulations, 
which were superseded by the REAL 

DECRETO LEY 11/1995, which 

came into force on the 27th of 

March,  1998. (Annex 2). Several legal demands are in place against the hotel, but due to the usual delays in court cases, made 
worse by the current crisis, the promoters of the hotel are able to continue working with impunity. 
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The beaches of Granadilla de Abona have been 
plagued by beach closures due to raw sewage 
contamination over the past 10 years. 
 
 
According to the study “Bandas Negras 2017” (Annex 
3), compiled with data from “Estudio sobre la situación 
del saneamiento, tratamiento y vertido de las aguas 
residuales en la isla de Tenerife. Universidad de La 
Laguna, 2010,;- 

 
 
“.....al gran problema que supone el vertido diario de más de 57 millones de litros 
de aguas residuales al mar sin cumplir la legislación sobre tratamientos de aguas 
residuales. 
El sector turístico, además de sufrir escandalosamente el problema (medios 
internacionales se han hecho eco de la dudosa calidad de nuestras aguas), forma 
parte de su agravamiento, ya que el actual modelo turístico se asienta en una alta 
demanda hídrica y un escaso compromiso de la gestión de las aguas residuales, 
tanto del sector hotelero como de la administración pública.” 

 

It is noted that the Granadilla de Abona Town Hall has began planning for a new sewage treatment system for the municipality, 
but it is very doubtful that this will be operational within the next 8 years. Trying to use this as an excuse for allowing a new hotel 
to open without sewage treatment is comparable to taking a walk in a rainstorm, then putting your raincoat on after you have 
returned home. It is senseless. 

 
- It is totally unacceptable that a hotel designed for over 900 guests is devoid of any sewage treatment system. 

 
- It is totally unacceptable that the politicians, on national, regional and local levels, are happy to allow 900+ tourists to enjoy the 
safety of chlorinated water of several swimming pools at the Hotel La Tejita, whilst, considering the previous performance of the 
public administrations regarding sewage treatment. the biological waste of these tourists has a high probability of directly 
contaminating our ocean. 

 
- Whilst the general population are confined to their homes due to a strain of corona virus which allegedly originated from a 
market in Wuhan, that construction continues of a project which is a potential health hazard in our municipality. It is totally 
unacceptable that the politicians responsible for this project are playing “Russian Roulette” with our health. 

 
- Finally, it is totally unacceptable that a hotel, in the year 2020 and in the midst of a viral pandemic, is being built without the 
legal safeguards to protect against potential risks to human health, to the ecosystem, and also risking substantial sanctions. 
 

 
The Platform Salvar La Tejita requests that the following responsible politicians / civil servants, individually or collectively, 
immediately paralyze the construction of this hotel until the legal challenges are heard in the respective courts of law:- 

 
 
José Domingo Regalado (Alcalde de Granadilla de Abona) 
 
José Antonio Valbuena Alonso (Consejería de Transición Ecológica, Lucha contra el Cambio Climático y Planificación 
Territorial) 
 
Hugo Morán  (Secretario de Estado de Medio Ambiente) 
 
Teresa Ribera  (Ministra para la Transición Ecológica y el Reto Demográfico de España) 
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RESOURCES 

 

 ANNEX 1 http://salvarlatejita.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Viruses_Marine_Environment.pdf 

 

ANNEX 2 http://salvarlatejita.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/informe_banderas_negras_2017.pdf 

 

ANNEX 3 http://salvarlatejita.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/ALERTA_AGUAS_RESIDUALES_TEJITA.pdf 

 

 

CONTACT (Coordinación – Plataforma Salvar La Tejita) 

 

Email: salvarlatejita@gmail.com   

Web:  www.salvarlatejita.org 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/salvarlatejita.org 

Daniel Duque (association president) (+34)628 448968   

Ana Sabín (association secretary) (+34)635 88 83 99 

Brian Harrison (communications) (+34)609 505853  
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